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Abstract 

In psychology, we are faced with the problem of measurement. Variables such as personality dimensions or 

caregiving styles can be measured through a number of different means, such as observed behavior or self-

reports. The question however remains of how we may know that the measures we choose are indeed 

measuring what we think they are measuring. This question lays at the heart of the topic of psychometric 

validity and its related issues. Validity is among the most important aspects in psychological testin g, yet 

many research and clinical psychologists have trouble articulating the definition of validity, and even more 

trouble critically choosing a test for a specific use. With this in mind, this course will help you in gain a 

critical approach to the evaluation and selection of self-report and observer rating measures. Course activities 

may include a combination of didactic and experiential learning (e.g., group discussions, critiques of 

published and proposed research...), as well as two learning assessments at the end of both classes. 
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